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estimated loss of 62 percent since 1970 and over 25 percent since 2000 (see Table 1 
and Figure 8).  Similar declines are apparent across Canada (Table 1) and much of the 
United States.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 8.  Annual indices of Eastern Meadowlark populations in Ontario between 1970 
and 2010, based on Breeding Bird Survey data, showing 97.5% lower and upper 
credible intervals (Sauer et al. 2011). 
 
A comparison of the Eastern Meadowlark’s probability of observation in Ontario 
between the first (1981-85) and second (2001-05) atlas periods showed a statistically 
significant decline of 13 percent in occupancy province-wide (Cadman et al. 2007).  
Statistically significant regional declines were apparent in the Southern Shield (17%), 
Lake Simcoe-Rideau (9%) and Carolinian (16%) regions.  A statistically non-significant 
decline (39%) was reported for the Northern Shield region.  As with the Bobolink, 
distributional changes in occupancy underestimate change in actual abundance for 
common birds like Eastern Meadowlark. 
 
Population Trends in Relation to the Supply of Grassland Habitats  
Prior to European settlement, Bobolinks and Eastern Meadowlarks were probably most 
common in the vast tallgrass and mixed-grass prairies of the Great Plains in midwestern 
Canada and the United States (Bent 1958, Askins et al. 2007).  They were also present 
historically in the east, dating back at least to the mid-1700s (Pettingill 1983, Askins 
1999, Askins et al. 2007).  Prior to European settlement, it is surmised that Bobolinks 
and Eastern Meadowlarks were much less common and more scattered in Canada than 
currently.  
 


